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Welcome to the Swedish
Congregation 50th Jubilee

A Few Personal Memories
from Augustana Church

by Ulrika Mikel

My first contact with the Augustana Lutheran Church in Wash-
ington DC was Christmas 1955. Louise Contis and | had
arrived in June the same year and were working in Arlington,
VA as au-pairs. We arrived in the USA that summer. It did take
some time to get acclimatized but as fall started we were in a
routine. We would take the bus to DC on our free afternoons
and shop, go to the movies and maybe a restaurant. One
evening we tried a German restaurant, Bavaria, close to the
Virginia bus stop. The restaurant had live music and was a
meeting place in the evenings for many foreign students. There
was singing and we sometimes joined in. One evening a group
of students started to sing in Swedish. The song was “Halta
Lottas Krog”. We went over to their table, introduced ourselves
and in this way got to know Lasse and his friends. | don’t know
how Lasse knew pastor Nelson, then minister for Augustana
church, but as Christmas neared we were told that there would
be a Swedish “julotta” in the church and that Lasse had been
asked to read the texts for the service. As Christmas came,
both Louise and | were off on the evening of Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day. So we could celebrate the holiday with
Lasse and a few of his friends.

After we had eaten our group went to Midnight mass in a Rus-
sian Orthodox Church as two of the friends were from Ukraine.
Afterwards we all went home to Lasse’s and stayed up all
night half awake and half asleep, so that we could make it in
time for the 6 am Julotta. | can still see the candle lights in the
packed church, hearing the organ play and the songs we were
singing “Var Halsad Skdna Morgonstund” and other Christ-
mas psalms, and seeing Lasse standing up front reading the
Christmas texts. The warm feeling of the Christmas spirit filled
me. It was the first time I'd celebrated Christmas away from
my family and | missed them greatly, but that Christmas morn-
ing in Augustana Church the family and Sweden did not feel
so far away.
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Later, after continued studies in Sweden, | returned to Wash-
ington DC in the fall of 1961. At that time Augustana Church
had started their cooperation with the Swedish Embassy. About
once a month a Swedish service was held with a Swedish
speaking minister from the New York Seaman’s Church.

At these Swedish services we met other Swedes, and it was
here | met and became good friends with Vivian Miller of Co-
lumbia, MD. Vivian came to the USA in 1960. The first year
she lived with an aunt, married here, who was a member of
the Augustana Church. Her aunt brought Vivian to the church
and also made sure that Vivian took part in the church youth
program. Pastor Nelson still served as minister during the
beginning of the 1960s. Vivian recently told me that the first
year she was in Washington the church had a reception for
Chief Justice William Rehnquist to celebrate his nomination
as an Associate Justice. As a recent Swedish immigrant, Vivian
was introduced to him and he spoke a little to her in Swedish.
Vivian also recently reminded me that Gunnar Johansson, for
many years Augustana’s Swedish deacon, was a painter in
his spare time. During the weekdays he was employed at the
US Senate as a masseur. His paintings sold well and he sold
one of them to President Lyndon B. Johnson.

Through the years Augustana Church has become for me a
place to meet other Swedes. The Swedish service gives me
comfort and a feeling of continuity of my happy childhood and
adolescence. After all these years in Washington DC my con-
nection to Sweden is still very important.

Translation by Christina Lazdins

A Short History Time Line from 1918 to 2008 of
our Swedish Congregation in Washington DC,
for our 50" Celebration and Jubilee on
October 5 2008

by Eva Hess

In the archives of the Augustana church is an old journal with
record entries from the congregation of St. Erik’'s Lutheran
church during the years 1918-1937.

A meeting on February 17, 1918 is, according to the journal
entries, the official start of the Augustana church as we know
it today, and where we hold all our Swedish services. The
time was 4 pm, and the meeting was called to order by Pastor
T. N. Anderson of Baltimore, Maryland, to build a Swedish
Lutheran congregation in Washington DC; “in order to keep
our people together and for the preservation of our inherited
beliefs.”

The need to build a Swedish congregation in the capital of the
USA had long been a need. At that first meeting 45 Swedes
were present (with another four joining two weeks later). The
meeting was held at the English Lutheran Memorial Church
on 14" and N St. NW. The legal name was chosen as, accord-
ing to the notes, St. Erik’'s Lutheran Church — Washington,
DC (named after Sweden’s Patron Saint). It was decided to
follow the constitution of the Augustana synod of 1906.
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The congregation was incorporated according to the DC law.
There was a request to be tax free. “It was decided to seriously
consider this act in a prayer to God, and call for his holy help for
both present and future blessings.” The services were in Swed-
ish, held on the first and third Sunday of every month at 3 pm.

On October 21, 1925 the congregation decided to purchase a plot
and a three story building for $18,500 on 409 4™ Street. In 1929
only $7,000 remained of the debt.

On May 22, 1926 a reception was arranged for the Swedish
Crown Prince Gustaf Adolf and Crown Princess Louise of Swe-
den. A Swedish and an American flag as well as flowers were
to be purchased for the occasion and police surveillance was
to be organized.

Pastor Anderson decided on January 16, 1927 to write a report
about the first year in St. Erik congregation’s own church. Pay-
ments were also made to the Senior Center in Brooklyn and
there are many listings where the congregation is thanking the
New York Conference.

On Sunday September 15, 1929 there was a decision to hold
an English service, every other and fourth Sunday at 8 pm,
while the Swedish service would continue as before. From 1931
on all the entries are written in English. The name of the church
was in 1937 still St. Erik’s Swedish Lutheran Church of Wash-
ington, DC.

According to a document called “The Augustana
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Congregational His-
tory” there was a decision by the synod missionary
board to support the American congregation. Dr.
Arthur O. Hjelm (photo to right) was then called to
work as a minister full-time. The services were now |
consistently in English.

In 1939 the present church building was purchased and was
given the name “Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church”. The
first years of the Swedish era were over.

A new Swedish Era started in 1958 thanks to the Swe-
dish Embassy.

The church accepted a request in 1958 from the Swedish Em-
bassy to allow Swedish services in the church. This is what we
celebrate today! That cooperation continues today with this
American church congregation that originated from a meeting
of 49 Swedes and a Swedish minister from Baltimore!

A Swedish pastor from the Swedish Church in New York (SKUT)
would travel to Augustana in Washington DC to hold a service
once a month, and this has continued ever since. Up until 1985,
however, according to a report made by Arne Dunhem, Swed-
ish interest and activity literally faded away. Few visitors came
to the service held at 9 am Sunday mornings. During the years
1985-1995 the number of visitors started slowly to increase
much thanks to Johan Wierup, a powerful SKUT pastor with
residence in New York.

The Swedish Lutheran Church of Washington DC, 1994

In May of 1994 Lars Bjerde and Lena Scott proposed for a local
Swedish congregation in Washington DC. There was a meet-
ing called at the Swedish Embassy. Kjell Forsting was elected
at the meeting as the first coordinating President with Arne
Dunhem as Vice President. In September — October 1994 the
Swedish congregation was again incorporated. It was given the
name “The Swedish Lutheran Church of Washington, DC". Kjell
Forsting was a leader with a vision. Tragically Kjell Forsting

passed away in 1997. Arne Dunhem was then elected to take
over staying until 2006. In March of 2006 Eva Perdahl, our cur-
rent President, was elected.

Over the years our congregation has grown stronger. We now
register our members, collect membership dues and mail out a
membership roster with more than 100 families.

Our newsletter has expanded and improved. It is printed in col-
or and has between 6-8 pages. The newsletter serves to inform
the membership of services, potlucks, picnics and other events
including the additional services for confirmations and Christ-
mas prayer on Christmas Eve. We have become more cohesive!
We have a church board with 12 members with meetings about
ten times a year, where we can discuss different issues. The
children meet for Sunday School and teenagers meet for con-
firmation practice on Saturdays. After our Sunday service the
adults share lively conversations and discussions at the church
coffee. We are also pleased to have developed a good rela-
tionship and cooperation with Augustana as well as with our
Swedish church in New York, and other Scandinavian church-
es in the area.

However, much work remains in order to activate Swedes in
the Washington area to be part of praising God! Let us now
celebrate the wonderful achievements and continued growth!

A warm thank you to the American congregation in Augustana
Lutheran Church! Their generosity to share this beautiful church
with our Swedish congregation since the original request by
the Swedish Embassy in 1958 is much appreciated. Without
this support we probably would not have been able to cele-
brate 50 years together!

Translation by Christina Lazdins

A letter from Lennart Koskinen,
presiding bishop of Church of Sweden abroad

Augustana L utheran Church
Washington DC

| have noted that 50 years have passed since you origi-
nally welcomed the Swedish Congregation in Washington
DC intoyour churchto celebratetheir servicesthere. Since
then our cooperation has grown into a deep Christian
brotherhood where we share, not only God's grace and a
common gospel, but aliving partnership in Social Minis-
tries and the Outreach program.

In my role of presiding bishop of Church of Sweden
abroad, | want to thank you with all my heart for your
hospitality and willingness to share God’s giftswith your
Swedish brothers and sisters. You are an excellent model
for good ecumenism which | carry with meto all our oth-
er congregations around the world.

| also hope to meet you personally when | arrive in Wash-
ington already next week.

Yours sincerely
Brother in Christ

Lennart Koskinen

S
Bishop t
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Valkommen till Svenska
forsamlingens
50-ars jubileum

Nagra Personliga Minnen
fran Augustana Kyrkan

av Ulrika Mikel

Min forsta kontakt med Augustana Lutheran Church i Wasington,
DC var vid julen 1955. Jag och Louise Contis hade genom kon-
takter fatt anstallning som au-pairer i varsin familj i Arlington,
VA och anlande till USA pad sommaren samma ar. Det tog oss
litet tid att aklimatisera oss men pa hosten hade vi kommit in i
en rutin att pa var lediga eftermiddag ta bussen in till DC och ga
i affarer, p& bio och kanske pa en restaurang. En kvall provade
vi en tysk restaurang, Bavaria, som l&g nara busshallplatsen till
Virginia. Denna restaurang hade musik och méanga utlandska
studenter traffades dar om kvallarna och sjong allsang. En kvall
nar jag och Louise satt dar borjade nagra studenter vid ett an-
nat bord att sjunga pa svenska. Det var “Halta Lottas Krog”
som de klamde till med. Vi gick 6ver till deras bord, presentera-
de oss, och larde pa sa satt kanna Lasse och hans vanner. Jag
kan inte saga hur Lasse larde k&nna pastor Nelson, som da
var prast i Augustana kyrkan, men narmare julen fick vi veta att
det skulle bli svensk julotta i kyrkan och att Lasse hade blivit
ombedd att Iasa texterna under julottan. Nar julen kom fick bade
Louise och jag ledigt pa julaftonskvallen samt pa juldagen och
beslot att fira julafton med Lasse och nagra av hans vanner.

Sedan vi tit gick vi alla till midnattsméssan i en rysk ortodox
kyrka. Efterat foljde vi med Lasse hem och satt uppe och halv-
Sov resten av natten for att se till att vi skulle komma i tid till
julottan klockan sex. Jag kan fortfarande inom mig se de levan-
de ljusen i den fullsatta kyrkan och Lasse som stod langst fram
och laste jultexterna. Jag kommer ihdg orgelmusiken och hur
vi sjong “Var Halsad Skona Morgonstund” och alla de andra
julpsalmerna. Hur jag fylldes av ké&nslan att nu &r det jul. Det
var forsta gangen jag firade jul borta fran familjen och sakna-
den av de mina var stor men den juldagsmorgonen i Augustana
kyrkan kandes inte familjen och Sverige sa langt borta langre.

Senare, efter fortsatta studier i Sverige atervande jag till Wash-
ington p& hosten 1961. Da hade Augustana kyrkan borjat ett
samarbete med svenska ambassaden. En gang i manaden gavs
en svensk hégméassa med en svensktalande préast. For det
mesta var det sjdmans prasten fran New York som predikade.

Pa dessa svenska hogmassor fick man svenska kontakter och
jag tréffade dar, och blev god van med, Vivian Miller. Vivian
kom till USA 1960. Hon bodde férst med en ingift moster som
var medlem i Augustana kyrkan. Hennes moster tog Vivian till
kyrkan och sag ocksa till att Vivian tog del i kyrkans ungdoms-
program. Pastor Nelson tjanstgjorde fortfarande som kyrkoherde
dar under borjan av 1960-talet. Vivian berattade nyligen for mig
att forsta aret hon var i Washington hade kyrkan en mottagning
for Chief Justice William Rehnquist. Han firades efter det att
han blivit utnamnd till associate justice. Som nyinflyttad fran
Sverige presenterades Vivian sarskilt for honom och han tala-
de litet med henne pa svenska. Vivian har ocksa nyligen pamint
mig om att Gunnar Johansson, Augustana kyrkans svenske
kyrkvard sedan 1950-talet, pa sin lediga tid malade tavlor. Han
arbetade annars vid Amerikanska Senaten som massor. Hans

tavlor saldes bra och han fick sélja en av sina tavlor till presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson.

Genom aren har Augustana kyrkan for mig blivit en plats att
traffa andra svenskar. Den svenska hégméassan ger mig kom-
fort som en kontinuitet frdn min barndom och ungdom. Efter
alla dessa ar i Washington ar min samhorighet med Sverige
fortfarande viktigt.

Historik over var svenska forsamling i
Washington, DC, 1918-2008 med anledning av
vart 50-arsjubileum den 5 oktober i ar

av Eva Hess

I Augustanakyrkans arkiv finns en bok med protokoll fran St
Erik’s Lutheran Church, 1918-1937. Enligt dessa protokoll ar
ursprunget till Augustanakyrkan, dar vi haller vara svenska guds-
tjianster, ett méte den 17 februari 1918 kl. 4 sammankallat av
pastor T. N. Anderson fran Baltimore, MD for att bilda en svensk
luthersk férsamling i Washington, DC “fér sammanhaliningen
av vart folk och for bevarandet av fadernearvd tro”. Bildandet
av en svensk forsamling i USA:s huvudstad hade da lange va-
rit ett ként behov. 45 svenskar var narvarande (4 tillkom 14
dagar senare) Motet &gde rum i The English Lutheran Memori-
al Church, 14" och N St. NW. Férsamlingens lagliga namn skulle
enligt protokollet vara St Erik’s Lutheran Church — Washing-

Kungl. Slottet, Stockholm, 1 oktober 2008

Svenska Forsamlingen
Augustana Lutheran Church
Washington D.C.

Med anledning av den svenska forsamlingens 50-rsjubileum
den 5 oktober 2008 sinder jag mina bista lycknskningar och
onskar vilging och lycka i det framtida arbetet.

CARL GUSTAF
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ton, DC. (efter Sveriges skyddhelgon, den helige Erik). Man
skulle félja Augustana-synodens konstitution av 1906. For-
samlingen inkorporerades enligt DCs lag och man begarde
skattefrihet. “Beslutades att i bon till Gud allvarligt begrunda
denna handling, och anropa hans nadiga hjalp om narvaran-
de och framtida vélsignelse.”

Gudstjansterna holls pa svenska, den forsta och tredje son-
dagen i varje manad, kl 3. Den 21 oktober 1925 beslots att
inkdpa en tomt plus trevaningsbyggnad for $18,500, 409 4t
St. Ar 1929 aterstod $7000 av skulden.

Den 22 maj 1926 beslot man att ordna en mottagning for Kron-
prins Gustaf Adolf och Kronprinsessan Louise fran Sverige,
och inkdpa en svensk och en amerikansk flagga samt blom-
mor, och ordna med polisbevakning.

Den 16 januari 1927 foreslogs att be pastor Anderson att skriva
en redogorelse om St Eriks forsamlings forsta ar i egen kyrka.
Man betalade ocksa till lderdomshemmet i Brooklyn. Flera
ganger namns tack till New York-konferensen.

Sondagen den 15 september 1929 beslots att ha en engelsk
gudstjanst varje andra och fjarde soéndag kl. 8 e m, medan de
svenska gudstjansterna skulle fortsétta som tidigare. Fr o m 1931
ar protokollen skrivna pa engelska. Annu 1937 hette kyrkan
St Erik’s Swedish Lutheran Church of Washington, DC.

Enligt ett dokument, “Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Congregational History” beslét synodens missionsstyrelse att
stédja forsamlingen, och dr Arthur O Hjelm kallades som prast
pa heltid. Gudstjansterna holls nu pa engelska. 1939 inkop-
tes den nuvarande kyrkobyggnaden som fick namnet
“Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church”. Det forsta svens-
ka skedet var avslutat.

Ett nytt svenskt skede inleds 1958 tack vare Svenska
ambassaden

Enligt samma dokument accepterade kyrkan &r 1958 en be-
garan fran Svenska Ambassaden att upplata kyrkan for svensk
gudstjanst. Detta vill vi nu fira, ett samarbete som fortsatt an
idag med denna kyrka vars ursprung var ett méte med 49
svenskar och en svensk prast fran Baltimore!

Senare kom en svensk pastor frAn Svenska Kyrkan i NY
(SKUT), och holl gudstjanst en gadng i manaden, men, enligt
en rapport av Arne Dunhem, tynade den svenska verksam-
heten i DC bokstavligen bort. Fa bestkare kom till gudstjansten
som holls kl 9 pd morgonen. Under 1985 — 1995 borjade an-
talet besokare lAngsamt dka, mycket tack vare Johan Wierup,
som var en kraftfull SKUT-pastor i New York.

Swedish Lutheran Church of Washington, DC, 1994

I maj 1994 foreslog Lars Bjerde och Lena Scott att en lokal
svensk kyrkoférsamling skulle bildas i Washington, DC., och
de kallade till ett mote vid svenska ambassaden. Vid detta
mote valdes Kjell Forsting som en forsta koordinerande pre-
sident, med Arne Dunhem, som vice president. Senare under
september — oktober inkorporerades denna svenska
kyrkofdérsamling, som fick namnet Swedish Lutheran Church
of Washington, DC. Kjell Forsting var en ledande person med
en vision som man férsokte folja. Tragiskt nog gick Kjell Fors-
ting bort 1997. Arne Dunhem, blev da vald att ta 6ver efter
honom. | mars 2006 valdes Eva Perdahl till ordférande.

Under arens lopp har var forsamling fatt mer stadga. Vi re-
gistrerar medlemmarna, tar upp en medlemsavgift och skickar
ut en medlemsférteckning som nu omfattar ett hundratal fa-

miljer. Férsamlingsbladet har utvecklats och forbattrats. Det
trycks for det mesta i farg pa 6-8 sidor. Tack vare detta infor-
mationsblad vet alla nar det halls gudstjanst, och nar vi traffas
till knytkalas, picknick och extra gudstjanster som vid konfir-
mation och julbén. Vi har blivit sammansvetsade! Vi har ett
kyrkorad pd 12 medlemmar som traffas ett tiotal gdnger om
aret och dar viktiga fragor diskuteras. Barnen samlas till son-
dagsskola och de vuxna umgas livligt vid kyrkkaffet efter
gudstjansten. Vi har utvecklat samarbete med Augustana och
ocksa med svenska kyrkan i New York och andra skandina-
viska kyrkor i omradet.

Men mycket arbete aterstar an for att aktivera svenskarna i
Washingtonomradet for Guds rike! Men nu ska vi fira vad som
har astadkommits!

Ett varmt tack till den amerikanska forsamlingen i Augustana
Lutheran Church som sa generdst har upplatit sin vackra kyr-
ka till var svenska forsamling, sedan Svenska Ambassadens
forfragan ar 1958. Utan detta stod hade vi troligen aldrig kun-
nat fira detta 50-arsjubileum tillsammans!

Svensk Sondagsmassa firas

som regel forsta sbndagen

september-juni kl 14:30 i Au- ¥
St gustana Lutheran Church,

New Hampshire Ave & V
Street NW, Washington, DC (ett kvar-
ter oster om 16th Street). Kyrkkaffe
efter gudstjansten.

Swedish services celebrated first
Sundays from September through
June at 2:30pm in Augustana Luthe-
ran Church, New Hampshire Ave & V =
Street NW, Washington, DC (one
block east of 16th St). Church coffee
after service.

Svenska kyrkan ==
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